Abstraction Reform – Suffolk trial catchment
1. The Abstraction Reform (AR) programme and the Suffolk Holistic Water Management (SHWM) project have agreed to work together

2. AR will be able to trial reform proposals prior to introduction and SHWM will benefit from expert advice and national engagement
3. This is a good example of Head Office Evidence and E&B working with Area to answer questions of both national and local importance
Background

Water resources face a variety of new pressures including climate change and environmental protection. In response, the Government intends to introduce a programme of Abstraction Reform (AR).
The Suffolk Holistic Water Management (SHWM) project was formed under the joint leadership of the Environment Agency Area and Suffolk County Council in response to the dual challenges of water resource scarcity and flooding. The project aims to identify and pilot ways of managing these pressures in a more integrated way. 
Representatives of the two projects, with facilitated support from the Evidence Directorate, have met and agreed to work together for mutual benefit.
Opportunity

The Felixstowe Peninsula development provides an opportunity to explore a number of questions including the role of IDBs in reform and reservoir sharing arrangements.
The interest from local abstractors in pre-approved trading in groundwater in the Suffolk Crag gives a real world opportunity to investigate questions of geographical scale and possible rules for how trading in groundwater could be managed.
Members of the AR team will join the SHWM Felixstowe project and members of SHWM team will join the AR Groundwater Expert Group to discuss trading.
Benefits
· Opportunity to trial AR proposals prior to implementation
· Consistency of local delivery with national objectives

· Head Office and Area working together and sharing expertise
· Policy decisions are based on sound Evidence
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