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Why Adaptation? 

u Adaptation to a changing environment.  

u Coastal change is not new! 

u Traditional defences are a form of adaptation too. Are 

they always appropriate? 

u Property constructed > property becomes vulnerable > 

demand for protection > false sense of security > more 

investment > more risk.  

u SMPs ð policy changes. 

u Adaptation = Risk reduction: life, assets, health, economy.  
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Delivery Issues 

uCompensation  

uNo clear funding sources 

u Joined up policies and decisions (including 

planning) 

uCosts of no intervention  

 

 

 



Pathfinder Learning  

u Defra funded 15 projects to help communities adapt to a 

changing coastline.  

u Several reports have been commissioned to review the 

Pathfinder projects, particularly the largest 5 projects.  

u The economic assessment undertaken as part of the 

Pathfinder review study showed that adaptation could be 

economically worthwhile and recommended that there 

should be opportunities for adaptation to be considered for 

funding under Grant in Aid.  


